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ò...to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.ó 

ðLuke 4:19 (ESV)
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ASEAN CELEBRATESTHEYEAROF JUBILEE

2017 marks the 50th year of the formation of the Association of South East Asian

Nations, or ASEAN: made up of 10 member nations and 1 observer .

In this Year of Jubilee , our desire is for the people living in ASEAN to be filled with

the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, and for His renown . We ask for GodõsHoly

Spirit to come in full power, bringing conviction of sin, renewal, restoration and

healing of the land, in this year of preparation of the region for a mighty sowing :

ÅTo extend His Kingdom to come, and His will be done, establishing Shalom

peace, prosperity and righteous rule over the peoples of this region, where

the poor, the migrants and the vulnerable be provided for, and debts

forgiven ;

ÅTo build for Himself a loving, generous and united church at the forefront of

social holiness, to boldly proclaim GodõsWord and bring healing to broken

societies, leading the nations in overcoming racial, cultural, societal and

regional barriers, to bring hope and salvation for the little, the least, the last,

the lame and the lost;

ÅTo ask God to raise 100 preachers from each ASEAN nation for the nations,

echoing John Wesleyõsprayer, òGiveme one hundred preachers who fear

nothing but sin, and desire nothing but God, and I care not a straw whether

they be clergymen or laymen ; such alone will shake the gates of hell and set

up the kingdom of heaven on earth .ó

ÅTo raise godly rulers and leaders for every nation in the region, who will

govern with wisdom and righteousness, protect the rule of law, bring about

transparency and accountability, and give freedom to believe ;

ÅTo break the demonic strongholds of political, social, economic and spiritual

oppression, protecting this region from the evils of corruption, malice, division,

terrorism, extremism and strife.

òThe Spirit of

the Lord is upon 
me,

because he has 
anointed me

to proclaim 

good news to 
the poor.

He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to 

the captives
and recovering 

of sight to the blind ,
to set at liberty

those who are 
oppressed,

to proclaim the year 
of the Lord's

favour. ó

~ Luke 4:18-19 (ESV) 

(Jesus reads from Isaiah 
61:1-2)
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JUBILEE PRAYER FOR ASEAN

ÅASEANõsYear of Jubilee in 2017. Founded on August 8,
1967, this marks the 50th year of the formation of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations or ASEAN, made
up of 10 member nations and 1 observer .

ÅWide economic disparity within ASEAN triggers migration
challenges . Member nations have economies at very
different stages of development, with its socio -cultural
and political complexities and contradictions, wide
discrepancies in living standards, and uneven distribution
of wealth . The search for safety and livelihood leaves
refugees and migrants vulnerable to exploitation and
social problems .

ÅA region of persecution for Christians . Of the 10 member
nations, 6 are consistently ranked in the Top 50 of the
WorldõsMost Persecuted Countries for Christians.
(Source : Open Doors)

ÅRising security risks. Displaced ISISterrorists have shifted
their focus to ASEAN and intend to create a caliphate
stretching from Mindanao in the Philippines, to
Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei.

Background
Biblical 

Exhortation

òTheSpirit of the
Lord is upon me,
because he has
anointed me to
proclaim good news
to the poor .
He has sent me to
proclaim liberty to
the captives and
recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at
liberty those who
are oppressed, to
proclaim the year of
the Lord's favour .ó

- Luke 4:18-19 (Jesus
reads from Isaiah
61:1-2)

GDP Per Capita (Nominal) in US$

KEY PRAYER POINTS

ÅA Loving, Bold and Generous Church At the
Forefront of Social Holiness. Our desire is for
Godõsname be exalted, and that He would
extend His Kingdom through His church in the
region : to be revived, and at the forefront of
bringing social holiness and healing to broken
societies, and lead the nations in overcoming
racial, cultural, societal and regional barriers,
seeking to care for the little, the least, the last,
the lost and the lame .

ÅTo raise 100 preachers from each nation, for the
nations . To echo John Wesleyõsprayer, òGive
me one hundred preachers who fear nothing
but sin, and desire nothing but God, and I care
not a straw whether they be clergymen or
laymen ; such alone will shake the gates of hell
and set up the kingdom of heaven on earth .ó

ÅTo establish peace, prosperity and welfare of
the peoples of the region . That peace and
prosperity may be established, built on Godõs
foundation of justice, righteousness and truth ;
that the poor, the migrants, and the vulnerable
will be cared for, and debts forgiven .

ÅTo pray for peaceful and righteous rule . We
pray for the raising of rulers, government
leaders and authorities who will govern with
wisdom and righteousness, and protect the
independence of government institutions and
the rule of law .

ÅTo break the demonic strongholds of political,
social, economic and spiritual oppression . To
protect this region from the evils of corruption,
malice, division, terrorism, extremism and strife.

The Year of Missional VisionThe Year of Justice

24-7 Prayer Malaysia ©

Source: IMF 2020 estimates

3



COUNTRY 
FOCUS

4

BACKGROUND

Å ASEAN was founded on August 8, 1967 by Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand to promote
political and economic cooperation and regional stability .

Å Brunei joined in 1984, shortly after its independence from the United Kingdom, and Vietnam joined ASEAN as its seventh
member in 1995.

Å Laos and Myanmar were admitted into full membership in July 1997 as ASEAN celebrated its 30th anniversary . Cambodia
became ASEANõstenth member in 1999.

Å Timor Leste (East Timor) presently has observer status and ispoised to become the eleventh member state .

Å The ASEAN Declaration in 1967, considered ASEANõsfounding document, formalized the principles of regional peace and
cooperation .

ÅOn 31 December 2015, the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) was officially launched to create a single market to
enable easier movement of goods, services, investment, capital and people across the region .

Å ASEANis deemed a fast expanding trade bloc in Asia with a growing economic clout, with a combined population of over
622 million and an aggregate size surpassing US$2.4 trillion, with average annual GDP growth of around 5% over the past
decade .

24-7 Prayer Malaysia ©



INDONESIA

ÅLargest Muslim population in the world . Indonesia is a diverse archipelago spread across thousands of
islands. Although it has the largest Islamic population in the world, Indonesia has held fast to its secular
form of government since independence from the Dutch in 1945.

ÅWorldõsfourth largest population and ASEANõslargest economy . President Joko Widodo (fondly called
òJokowió),who was inaugurated in October 2014, is popular and holds the political legitimacy to make
difficult decisions for the good of the nation, promising reforms and removing corruption . Under his
presidency, this isIndonesiaõsbest chance to break with the past and change for the better : socially,
economically and politically .

ÅA wide wealth gap . About 14% of Indonesians make less than a dollar a day, and extreme poverty
needs to tackled urgently . In the May 1998 riots, ethnic Chinese in Medan and Jakarta were targeted,
triggered by economic problems such as unemployment and food shortages . Many worked as illegal
migrants especially in Malaysia . Poor Indonesians are also vulnerable to being recruited into Islamic
terrorism and hardline extremism .

ÅIndonesia is ranked number 46 on the 2017 Open Doors World Watch List of countries where the
persecution of Christians is most severe . Provinces like Aceh have special autonomy to rule by Syariah
law . In mid -October 2015, 11 churches in Aceh were forcibly closed and broken down while two others
were torched . However, Christians there continue to meet in tents in oil palm plantations and are
thriving . A 60-year -old Christian woman was caned 30 times in Banda Aceh on April 12, 2016 for selling
liquor - a first where a non -Muslim has been caned . Recently, a Christmas service in Bandung was
disrupted by a hardline Islamist group . The blasphemy trial of Jakarta Governor Basuki Tjahaja
Purnama or Ahok , will have far reaching implications on Jokowiõsgovernment as proof of reform,
forward -looking policies, religious tolerance and freedom .

Background Christian Population in Indonesia

ÅMore workers to translate local languages and serve
in the interior . With 707 languages, Indonesia has
the second largest number of languages in the
world . The Indonesian Culture and Education
Ministry recently stated that 139 local Indonesian
languages are on the brink of extinction . Pray for
workers willing to learn local languages and reach
out to these people groups, and more to be
involved in Bible and Christian literature translation .

ÅFor revival to blaze through all cities, towns and
islands . With at least 200 prayer towers now, let us
pray for the extension of Godõskingdom as they
continue to soak the nation in prayer .

KEY PRAYER POINTS

ÅTo be a holy and united church in the face of
persecution . Pray for the church to stand together in
holiness and love, and be strongly rooted in the
Word of God .

ÅTo be bold and strong in spite of attacks and intense
opposition . The thriving church continues to burrow
into new areas of outreach . Continue to uphold the
church as they prepare to train and raise workers to
be sent out to the nations . Pray for protection of
village churches where there are hardline Muslim
groups and strong animistic influence . Pray for
Christians to reach out in peace and love for their
neighbours, and care for the poor and vulnerable .

Unreached Peoples

ÅASEAN leadership looks to Jokowi . President Jokowi is
one of the two ASEAN leaders who have political
legitimacy backed by strong governance credibility .
Pray for him as he navigates on behalf of ASEAN on
critical matters - from maritime to Rohingya refugees .

ÅA season of transition . An important season as the
nation steers into full reform mode to bring justice and
good governance . Pray for righteous leaders to be
raised, and protection from evil plots and bad politics .

ÅUpcoming Jakarta gubernatorial elections . Pray for the
vindication of Governor Ahok in this politically -
instigated blasphemy trial, and for him to win so that
Jakarta will be blessed and will prosper .

Church in  IndonesiaPolitical Leadership

Total population: 261.9 million

Major religion: Islam

Government: Presidential republic

84.1%

15.9%
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MALAYSIA

ÅA blessed nation . Malaysia is known as a country that has achieved industrialization at a faster
pace than its counterparts in ASEAN, blessed with rich natural resources and primary products .
Malaysia is geographically located outside the "Pacific Rim of Fire" and is relatively free from
any severe destruction caused by natural disasters such as earthquake, typhoons and volcanic
eruptions .

ÅA small Christian population, majority are indigenous believers . The Christian community
represents about 9.4% of the population . Most churches are governed along lines of language
and ethnicity . About 73% of Christians reside in the East Malaysian states of Sabah and
Sarawak, and 60% of the Church is made up of indigenous peoples whose main language is
Bahasa Malaysia, and are generally impoverished and lacking in quality Biblical literature .

ÅChristian brain drain a challenge . The church in Peninsular Malaysia is largely well -educated
and mainly of Chinese and Indian ethnicity who have benefited largely from mission school
education . However, rising emigration due to faith -and -race -based affirmative action policies
that are prejudicial towards minorities, and fears of growing Islamisation, have drained the
church of good leaders, and the nation of some of its best brains .

ÅLoss of freedom of religion a major concern . The nation maintains two parallel justice systems in
the country : the civil court and the Syariah court . Creeping Islamisation into the culture and
governance of the nation has seen increasing encroachment into the rights of the minority
races and religions .

ÅMalaysia is ranked number 31 on the 2017 Open Doors World Watch List of countries where the
persecution of Christians is most severe . It is a crime to evangelise to a Malay Muslim. The right
of choice of religion does not extend to a Malay Muslim, and they would be severely punished
and disincentivised if they chose to renounce Islam.

Background Christian Population in Malaysia

ÅMission field at its doorsteps . Malaysia has a
migrant population of at least 3.2 million, which
represents 10.5% of Malaysiaõspopulation, and it is
a huge mission field right at the churchõsdoorsteps .

ÅFor boldness and missional vision . Pray for missional
vision and the boldness to reach out and seize this
opportunity to extend Godõskingdom . Pray for a
passion to learning languages to serve them, and
to protect them from unscrupulous employers, from
exploitation and human trafficking .

KEY PRAYER POINTS

ÅTo be a bold witness of Christ, living in holiness and
obedience to the Great Commission and the Great
Commandment, preaching the gospel boldly to all
peoples, and advancing the Kingdom of God ;

ÅTo love and show mercy . To bear no offence but to
forgive, and show mercy, and to work towards
binding up the nationõswounds through prayer, and
caring for the lost, the sick and suffering .

ÅTo strengthen the indigenous church, so that they
can be bold and lead the national church .

Migrants and Refugees

ÅGE14 around the corner . With the next general
elections to be held latest by August 2018, pray for
righteous and godly leaders to be raised and elected,
so that the nation can be steered back to good and
incorruptible governance ;

ÅFor truth and justice to be prevail in 1MDB, FGV, SRC
scandals . The nation has been rocked by several
financial mismanagement scandals . Pray that
perpetrators will be brought to justice, and wealth lost
will be returned . Pray for media to boldly report the
truth so that justice will reign .

Church in MalaysiaJustice and Government

90.6%

9.4%

Total population: 30.9 million

Major religion: Islam

Government: Constitutional Monarchy
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PHILIPPINES

ÅOne of the most dynamic economies in ASEAN. Philippines, the largest Catholic -majority nation
in Asia, is enjoying robust growth on the back of sound economic fundamentals and a globally
recognized competitive workforce, thanks to its high levels of English competency .

ÅControversial new president brings out notorious national past . Since June 2016, the newly
elected president Rodrigo Duterte has brought back flashes of brutality in his extrajudicial
violent crackdown on crime and drugs, backed by populist support tired with lawlessness and
insecurity . Fears of flagrant state -backed violations of the law against journalists and political
opponents begin to heighten fears of a return to political oppression and corruption . His
profanity -laced rhetoric also heightens geopolitical conflict at a time of tension in the South
China Sea between China and US.

ÅPoverty remains high, and widening income inequality a concern . Poverty incidence continues
to improve, but remains high at 21.6%. Extreme poverty continues to improve, now to about
10.4% of the population . In 2011, the increase in wealth of the richest families amounted to 47%,
which was 77% of the GDP increase for that year . This reflects that the benefits of economic
growth has not trickled down to the poor . A key concern is that a huge population of the very
poor reside in Mindanao, home to radical Islamist groups .

ÅPrincipal export is its own workforce . More than 10% of PhilippinesõGDP is generated by
remittances from the estimated 10 million Filipinos who work overseas . However, this
development has contributed to fractured families and disintegrating society as children are
left behind while parents go overseas to work .

ÅVulnerable to natural disasters . Philippines is located along a typhoon belt and the Pacific òRing
of Fireó,the ring of volcanoes sitting on top of volatile oceanic plates .

Background Christian Population in the Philippines

ÅWitness of the Filipina diaspora . Pray for the 10% of
the population who work overseas, that they may be
bold and fruitful marketplace missionaries, planting
churches wherever they are . Pray for effective
witness and exemplary lifestyles.

ÅJustice for trafficked and abused workers . Many less
educated Filipinas work as domestic maids, and
unfortunately, many women and children end up
being trafficked into sex trade . Pray that Christian
activists and lawyers will come together in ASEAN to
speak truth boldly to their governments, so as to
protect such workers, and bring about healing and
restoration to these abused women . Pray for justice
to prevail .

KEY PRAYER POINTS

ÅFor regeneration and renewal . Pray for the Catholic
church to be revived and renewed . Pray for a
powerful work of the Holy Spirit to convict men of sin,
and for the need for salvation and holy living . Pray
for a deep hunger for the Word of God .

ÅFor a kingdom mindset . Pray for greater unity
between the Catholic and Protestant churches, to
work together in extending Godõskingdom, in
reaching out to the poor and vulnerable .

ÅNext generation ministry . Given the challenges
facing the young people today, pray for more
workers to minister to young people in universities
and schools .

Missional Vision

ÅRighteous leadership . Pray for Godõshand to direct
the presidentõsheart so that he will not be brash, but
be merciful, just and righteous, and be a wise leader
so that the nation can prosper and will be protected
from lawlessness.

ÅGood governance . Pray for good leaders in every
segment of government who have the will and
expertise to strengthen the existing administration and
governmental institutions, and wipe out corruption .

ÅEradicate poverty . Pray that development plans to
alleviate poverty will reach the poor and needy .

ÅSecurity . Pray for success in efforts to reach out to the
poor in Mindanao so as to protect them from
radicalisation by Islamist groups .

Church in  PhilippinesLeadership and Good Governance

Total population: 102.9 million

Major religion: Christianity - Catholicism

Government: Presidential republic

7.7%

92.3%
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SINGAPORE

ÅSmall and affluent . In 1965, Singapore broke away from Malaysia due to political differences .
Singapore boasts no resource, and yet, this tiny urbanized city nation is home to the highest
GDP per capita in Asia and third highest in the world . Singapore universities and schools are
also leaders in global education rankings, thanks to its achievement oriented culture .

ÅAn ageing population faced with increased fractures in family care . Singapore is the second
densest sovereign state in the world, and suffers from a sub-replacement fertility rate .
Consequently, the government has promoted immigration of young highly -skilled and well -
resourced talents to replenish its ageing population, which has come under increased political
pressure. Singapore has the highest proportion of elderly population in ASEAN, with an average
age of 41 years, and the highest life expectancy of 79.4 years . Rapid societal changes are
leading to a deterioration in family structures and relationships .

ÅAntioch of South East Asia . Singapore is now the base to major global Christian organisations,
making this nation the springboard of missionary activity to reach Asia and beyond, thanks to
political stability, excellent infrastructure, logistical connectivity and financial capability .

ÅThe pervasive consumerist and materialistic culture is a challenge . Singaporeõshighly
competitive and prosperous society in the pursuit of wealth and social standing has exposed
the church to increased corruption, causing a pervasive and destructive trend that justifies the
accumulation of material wealth and possessions as the right of a believing Christian . The
church is well -resourced and growing, though Christians struggle to maintain their spiritual
fervour in the highly materialistic, competitive and deeply insecure culture . This excessive
competitive spirit has also weakened church unity and effective Christian witness.

Background Christian Population in Singapore

ÅMission field at its doorsteps . Singapore is
considered a utopia for expatriates . Out of the
population of 5.6 million, 1.32 million (23.6%) are
foreign workers . As a global city, Singapore presents
an amazing mission field for the church to reach
out in love and care .

ÅFor boldness and missional vision . Pray for missional
vision and the boldness to reach out and seize this
opportunity to extend Godõskingdom . Pray for a
passion to learning languages to serve them, and
to protect those who are working in the low skilled
labour like construction workers and factory
workers, from unscrupulous employers, from
exploitation and human trafficking .

KEY PRAYER POINTS

ÅTo be a holy and vibrant church in a contemporary
society . Pray for a NOW generation willing to give up
the pursuit of affluence for the pursuit of Jesus, living
in holiness and obedience to the Great Commission
and the Great Commandment, and ready to
preach the gospel boldly to all peoples, and
advancing the Kingdom of God ;

ÅA generous church blessing the region . We pray for
the church to bless the region by raising and
sending workers to reach out to unreached peoples
in the region, and provide much needed resources
to help extend Godõskingdom .

Migrants and Refugees

ÅTo lead in South China Sea engagement with China .
Singapore, the main ASEAN - China coordinator till
mid -2017, will take the lead in ensuring the conclusion
of a meaningful code of conduct, which lays down
the rules of engagement in the South China Sea. Pray
for wisdom and godly leadership .

ÅFocus on the ASEAN-led Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership . RCEP excludes the US, and is
the back -up plan to replace the US-led TPPA. China is
one of the partners . Pray for wisdom .

ÅUpcoming presidential election in end -August 2017.
Will be reserved for candidates from the Malay
community, Pray for a good leader to be elected .

Church in  SingaporeLeadership in Regional Politics

Total population: 5.6 million

Major religion: Buddhist

Government: Parliamentary republic

83.9%

16.1%
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THAILAND

ÅA long history of political crisis. Thailand has experienced more coups d'état than any other
country in contemporary history of the 20th century, having endured an astonishing 20 military
coups, counting both successful and attempted coups . Since May 2014, Thailand has been
under military rule. Thailand has the world's harshest lèse majesté law, where any insult to the
king, queen or crown prince ispunishable by 3 to 15 years in jail.

ÅKingõsdeath a turning point for the nation . The nation will be honouring the death of King
Bhumibol in a year of mourning . His death has triggered a critical transition of power that will
affect the political and spiritual future of the nation . The death of the king has also created a
spiritual vacuum among the people as he was revered almost as divine, where religion and
nationalism are deeply woven together into the psyche of the nationõscharacter .

ÅBlacklisted for human trafficking and slavery . Thailandõstourism industry and export -oriented
seafood business are hotbeds for human trafficking and slavery . Thailand, with its go -go bars
and massage parlours, is home to an extensive sex and drugs industry that drives demand for
young rural girls, and boys, being lured into prostitution due to poverty . Structures of vice and
related criminal activity continue to flourish, due mainly to deep rooted corruption and
collusion among businessmen, politicians, the military and the police .

ÅDisparities in economic and social development continue to widen . The widening wealth gap is
also seen between rural and urban, especially those living in the North and North East which are
largely agrarian communities, where poverty is concentrated . Down in the south are 4 million
Muslim communities which are somewhat neglected from development and have seen
separatist violence which can be exploited by radical extremists .

Background Christian Population in Thailand

ÅUrban poverty outreach . Christians have made
huge societal impact through healthcare and
education . Pray that the church will continue to be
salt and light to care for the poor, especially
migrants who travel from the poor rural regions, and
from Indochina to the Thai cities to find work .

ÅThe church to be at the forefront of social holiness .
Pray that the church will be a voice for the
voiceless, the vulnerable and impoverished, and
speak up on issues of injustice and exploitation
against regional migrants . Pray that the church will
work boldly to stop the sex industry and bring
freedom to trafficked persons.

KEY PRAYER POINTS

ÅVisible church unity . Pray for visible church unity and
holy leadership that is able to gather all Christians
together to soak this nation in prayer . Pray that the
church will work hard towards extending Godõs
kingdom beyond its northern and tribal Christian
communities .

ÅA Kairos time . Despite much resources and several
waves of missionaries poured into Thailand, there
has been little fruit to show . After decades of sowing
the gospel, this is the Kairos time for reaping . Let us
pray without ceasing for breakthroughs, especially
for the breaking of demonic strongholds in all
spheres of society steeped in fear and superstition .
Pray for the work of schools and universities.

Migrants and Refugees

ÅA time of transition . Now that the king is dead, the
people are gripped in fear over potential power
struggles ahead that could further destabilise the
nation . Pray for the raising of righteous men to govern
this country that has long seen far too many coups
and deeply divisive politicking . Pray for a peaceful
transition back to democracy and rule of law as they
seek to amend the constitution .

ÅReform and good government . Pray for the breaking of
strongholds over sex trade, drug networks, crime
syndicates, human trafficking and ecological
degradation . Pray for serious reform in all structures of
government and business to bring about justice .

Church in  ThailandJustice and Government

Total population: 68.2 million

Major religion: Buddhist

Government: Constitutional monarchy

98.9
%

1.1%
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BRUNEI

ÅA nation dependent on oil . Brunei depends on crude oil and natural gas production which account for 60% of
GDP and more than 90% of government revenue . Per capita GDP is among the highest in Asia. For Bruneian
citizens, the government provides for all basic needs including medical services and free education through
the university level . The long drawn low oil price has imperilled its economy so much so that in exchange for
US$6 billion of Chinese investment into an oil refinery and local infrastructure, and promises to boost trade and
agricultural cooperation to diversity its economy, Brunei has remained silent on China's territorial claims in the
South China Sea.

ÅBrunei adopts Syariah Law, to be fully implemented by 2018. On May 1, 2014, in a calculated political move,
Brunei introduced the first of 3 phases in its adoption of a penal code based on Islamic law, becoming the first
East Asian country to do so. However, international reaction to this shocking move resulted in a global
boycott of Bruneiõsinternational businesses. The implementation of the Syariah penal code applies to all non -
Muslims as well . Implementation the new Syariah Penal Code would be done in 3 phases, whereby the
phases were determined based on the type of penalty ðPhase 1(fines and/or jail), Phase 2 (severing of limbs,
flogging) and Phase 3(death penalty) . The Brunei government is expected to enforce the second phase of
the Islamic criminal law by June 2017. Phase 3 isexpected to be completed by mid -2018.

ÅMedia under watch . On November 7, 2016, in what was believed to be an effort to appease Saudi anger
against a prejudicial news article, the Brunei government revoked The Brunei Times' publication licence . The
sudden purge to silence any dissent or critical thought has brought chills to an already fearful and oppressive
climate among its citizens and expatriate community, triggering a surge in emigration .

ÅBrunei is ranked number 25 on the 2017 Open Doors World Watch List of countries where the persecution of
Christians is most severe, third placed among the ASEAN countries . Apostasy is a crime for Muslims, and it is
illegal for Christians to evangelise to them .

Background Christian Population in Brunei

ÅExpatriate worker ministry . Even though the
expatriate worker community continues to dwindle
as oil majors and contractors wind down activities,
there is still a large Filipino, Indian and Bangladeshi
community that remains an exciting mission field .

ÅPersistent emigration and brain drain . The present
oppressive environment, compounded by the
weakened economic climate, has seen even
wealthy Muslim Bruneians joining the ethnic Chinese
in emigrating . Pray for a missional vision in reaching
out to them in this region .

KEY PRAYER POINTS

ÅTo be a bold witness of Christ, living in holiness and
obedience to the Great Commission and the Great
Commandment . Not to be fearful, but to preach
the gospel boldly to all peoples, and advancing the
Kingdom of God ;

ÅTo remain strong and stay faithful in the face of
oppression, as the church faces increased curbs,
e.g . ban public expressions of faith such as
Christmas celebrations .

ÅFor strong and Spirit-filled Christian leaders to remain ,
even as Christian emigration outflows increase .

Migration

ÅFor god fearing rulers and government officials . Pray
for the salvation of the ruling family who have
governed Brunei for more than 6 centuries, so that
they can lead under Godõsrighteousness and truth .
Pray for compassionate and wise government officials
to stay the hand of the Sultan from implementing the
harsh penalties of the Syariah laws.

ÅRestoration of minority rights. Pray for the reversal of
the harsh Islamic policies affecting the non -Muslim
community that forms 35% of the population, and a
restoration of rights for freedom of religion .

Church in BruneiJustice and Government

Total population: 432,000

Major religion: Islam

Government: Monarchy

88.6%

11.4%
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